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Abstract

In a review of the literature on civic engagement and collaboration among civil society
and government organizations for the purpose of co-producing public services, this
paper reveals that most of the existing papers on this subject tend to be centered only
around collaboration between NPO’s and governments. On one hand, these papers
emphasize liberalist views as well as the “ethics of markets” to protect individual rights
to participate in public affairs. On the other hand, they view collaboration as a type of
governance for local common interests, which demands a communitarian view of civic
control over government and therefore requires the “ethics of governance”. Jane
Jacobs warns that those two ethics should not be mixed or it will create confusion and
collapse. This paper then examines the emergence of civic engagement and
collaboration in the 1995 Kobe earthquake-hit area using data from grass root TQM
workshops as well as from quantitative survey research on life recovery. It shows that
civic engagement/collaboration within this area is characterized by a strong inclination
towards pure communitarianism and the “ethics of governance”, which will not cause
any ethical collapse. This inclination was based on the fact that civic
engagement/collaboration was viewed as a means to achieve the recovery of the

normalcy of everyday life.
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X GFI AGFI AIC RMSEA

Model 1(7 MIMIC ) 249457 366 0 0854 0826 263257 0.07
Model 2( MIMIC ) 2474298 366 0 0856 0829 2612298 0069
Model 3( ) 1957.073 354 0 0884 0858 2119073 0061
Model 4( ) 1840.333 358 0 0892 0869 1994333  0.059
Model 5( ) 1499.965 350 0 0914 0893 1669965 0052
Model 6( ) 1469.053 349 0 0916 0895 1641053 0052
Model 7( 1445.792 333 0 0916 0898 1591792 0053

Model 8( 1299.727 327 0 0924 0905  1457.727 0.05
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